


Echoes of Liberation explores the ways freedom reverberates across 
generations. Rooted in ancestral memory, resistance, spirituality, healing, 
transformation, and self-discovery, this collection traces a journey from collective 
liberation to personal awakening. Created by artist and social practitioner Niki 
Lopez, the works invite viewers to honor what has been endured, celebrate what 
has been reclaimed, and imagine what becomes possible when we define 
ourselves on our own terms. In the spirit of Juneteenth, Echoes of Liberation 
asks us to remember, reflect, and continue the work of becoming free.



About the Artist

Niki Lopez is an award-winning Afro-Latina artist, curator, 
and founder of What’s Your Elephant™. Her work blends 
visual storytelling, spirituality, ancestral memory, and social 
practice to explore healing, identity, resilience, and 
belonging. Through exhibitions, workshops, and 
community-centered experiences, Lopez creates 
opportunities for people to reflect on what has shaped 
them, what they choose to carry forward, and what it 
means to live more freely and authentically.

Artist • Curator • Social Practitioner • Founder of What's 
Your Elephant®

Connect with the artist:

nikilopez.art
whatsyourelephant.org
Instagram: @nikilopez19 | @whatsyourelephant



Olokun 
24" x 36" Acrylic on Canvas

Created for a Juneteenth exhibition, Olokun 
reflects on freedom across generations. 
Inspired by the Yoruba Orisha 
Olokun—guardian of the depths and 
protector of those carried across the Atlantic 
during the transatlantic slave trade—the work 
bridges past, present, and future. Shackled 
hands reach upward toward new possibility, 
while a child born free symbolizes hope, 
resilience, and the unfinished promise of 
liberation. The piece asks us to honor those 
who came before us while remaining 
accountable to the generations still to come.

Collective Liberation and Future Generations



Nana (Maroon)
18" x 24" Acrylic on plaster, cowrie shells, wood

Nana (Maroon) honors Queen Nanny of the Maroons, a 
Jamaican freedom fighter, spiritual leader, and strategist 
whose legacy remains one of resistance, resilience, and 
liberation. Though often absent from mainstream historical 
narratives, Nanny played a critical role in leading formerly 
enslaved Africans who escaped captivity and established 
autonomous Maroon communities. Surrounded by 
concentric circles that suggest energy, memory, and 
ancestral presence, the figure stands as a symbol of 
unwavering strength in the face of oppression. This work is 
both a tribute and a reminder that freedom has always been 
shaped by those willing to imagine and fight for a different 
future. Through Nana's story, the painting invites us to 
remember the power of courage, collective resistance, and 
self-determination.

Resistance and Freedom



Liberty O Liberty
14" x 18" Acrylic on canvas

Part self-portrait and part social inquiry, Liberty O 
Liberty reflects my personal journey through 
faith, identity, and self-discovery. While rooted in 
my own experiences, the work asks a larger 
question: What does freedom truly mean in a 
nation that celebrates liberty while many remain 
marginalized, silenced, or othered? The figure 
stands between visibility and concealment, 
certainty and questioning, inviting viewers to 
consider not only whether freedom exists, but 
who has access to it—and at what cost.

Questioning who Freedom Belongs to



Yemaya
18"x18"x4.5" Mixed Media - papier-mâché, acrylic in 
wood

Yemaya marks the beginning of a deeper exploration 
of African diasporic spirituality and the role it would 
come to play in both my personal healing and artistic 
practice. Inspired by Yemaya, the Yoruba Orisha of the 
ocean, motherhood, and protection, the work emerged 
during a time of seeking guidance, grounding, and 
connection to something greater than myself. The 
mask, suspended within shades of blue, reflects both 
surrender and transformation—an invitation to listen to 
the wisdom carried beneath the surface. As one of the 
earliest works where mask imagery became central to 
my visual language, Yemeya represents a threshold: 
the meeting place between healing, ancestry, 
spirituality, and self-discovery.

Spiritual Protection and Awakening



The Guardian II
6” x 12” x 1” Acrylic on plaster, cowrie shells, wood

The Guardian II is a powerful mixed-media 
sculpture symbolizing self-healing and 
introspection. The plaster face mask features tribal 
markings and a sacred spiral on the third eye, 
representing spiritual awareness and meditation. 
Cowrie shells encircle the mask, evoking their 
sacred role in Yoruba practices as a connection to 
ancestors and the divine. The piece embodies 
themes of inner reflection, spiritual connection, 
and self-love, inviting viewers to explore their own 
journeys of healing.

Healing and Inner Protection



Imani 
24" x 36" Mixed media: Acrylic, plaster, 
papier-mâché, cowrie shells on canvas

Imani is a dynamic mixed media piece inspired 
by the wisdom of The Hermit tarot card and the 
Yoruba concept of "Ori," representing both the 
“head” and the “inner guide.” The gold-gilded 
locs symbolize a connection to the Ori and serve 
as an antenna to the heavens, embodying 
divinity, spiritual wealth, and abundance. Cowrie 
shells represent protection, good luck, and 
communication with the Orishas and ancestors. 
Influenced by Eshu or Elegba, the messenger 
and guardian of doorways, Imani reflects the 
journey of introspection, spiritual enlightenment, 
and the manifestation of one's destiny.

Inner Wisdom and Spiritual Grounding



Like the Phoenix, I AM 
48” x 60” Mixed Media relief painting: acrylic paint, plaster, 
papier-mâché, gold leaf on canvas

This self-portrait reflects my journey of 
resilience—rising from the ashes of pain, trauma, and 
obstacles meant to hinder my growth. Through inner 
work and universal connection, I traverse spiritual 
portals, guided by teachings and reflections on Oya.

The spiral within the body represents the sacred work 
that begins inside—healing, reflection, and 
transformation. From that inner space, the energy 
illuminates outward toward the waters and the 
heavens, symbolizing expansion, awakening, and 
renewal.

The piece embodies the strength of transformation and 
the power of reclaiming one’s true self.

Transformation and Rebirth



Feral Feminine No. 6 
26" x 38" Photography 

Feral Feminine No. 6 explores the reclamation of 
identity, power, and self-definition. By obscuring the 
face with a mask, the work rejects the objectifying 
gaze and challenges the expectation that women 
must always be visible, available, or understood on 
someone else's terms. Instead, the figure claims 
authority over her own narrative, choosing what is 
revealed and what remains sacred. The crown, mask, 
and direct posture evoke both vulnerability and 
strength, creating space for a more instinctive and 
untamed expression of the feminine. Rooted in 
themes of liberation, ancestral connection, and 
self-possession, the work celebrates the raw, divine, 
and feral energy that emerges when we stop 
performing for others and return to ourselves.

Reclaiming Power and Self-Definition



About What's Your Elephant™

What's Your Elephant® is a nonprofit arts 
organization founded by Niki Lopez that uses 
creative expression, dialogue, and 
community engagement to explore the 
unspoken topics that shape our lives. 
Through exhibitions, workshops, and public 
programs, WYE creates spaces where art 
becomes a catalyst for healing, reflection, 
connection, and social change.

Learn more:
whatsyourelephant.org 
Instagram & Facebook @whatsyourelephant

http://whatsyourelephant.org



